










Additional Information:

While there are at least eleven known cemeteries1 in the Town of Deerfield, there is no active 
cemetery committee tasked with their maintenance.  As a result, the DPW maintains these properties.  
However, the Historical Commission has come before the CPC whenever historic restoration and/or 
repair of gravestones has been called for.  Since 2013 The CPC has supported this work by granting over 
$120,000 for six different such projects, including at the Sugarloaf Street, Albany Road and Laurel Hill 
cemeteries.  This money was carefully expended and only about $85,000 was ultimately expended on 
these several projects, the rest being returned to the CPC.

Mill River Cemetery contains 334 memorial stones, the majority dating from the 19th and early 
20th. century, and has clearly served the immediate community over time. .  It has burials dating from 
at least 1837 and continues to be in active use.

In the cemetery itself, 30 gravestones need repair and resetting.  Gravestone Service of New 
England LLC has been our preferred contractor for such work and should complete it within on fiscal 
year.  While their prices have increased (see attached e-mail) to $295.oo per gravestone, the quotation 
for this work is reasonable and the firm is reliable.  We anticipate that this project will be completed 
within one fiscal year.

Given that similar projects have been approved in the past, no endorsements have been sought 
from other Town boards or committees.  A post on the Facebook page of “Deerfield Now” asking for 
interest or support for the project received no responses.

1.  <https://www.deerfieldma.us/164/Cemetery-List> This list does not contain the “Original Pine 
Nook” of “River Road” cemetery, which is on town-owned land and currently under study.  There are 
also two Church-maintained and two privately owned cemeteries in the Town.

https://www.deerfieldma.us/164/Cemetery-List



